Last Spring, Bertha Bermudez Tapia was awarded a micro grant from the Center for Humanities & the Arts (CHA) to
develop a project about COVID-19, named "Twin Cities Torn Apart" and is now available to watch:
https://youtu.be/Nwifnc-rfgA. The project, developed along with Mexican plastic artist Mario Jiménez-Diaz, talks about
how US -Mexico border cities experience the COVID-19 pandemic and the partial closure of the border.

~ Well done Bertha!

Ever wonder if there is an impact on where you fall in the order of your siblings, along with family size? Well Hani
Mansour (UCDenver Econ), along with his Univ of London colleagues, have developed a framework to study the impact
of family size in the presence of birth order preferences. The result is a coauthored paper entitled “Education, Birth
Order, and Family Size”, forthcoming in Economic Journal. Using administrative data from Denmark, the team finds that
while birth order effects are large and significant, an increase in the family size leads to a decrease in the education of
the average child, confirming the tradeoff between the quantity and quality of children.

Hani has also released a new National Bureau of Economic Research
(NBER) paper entitled “Voting and Political Participation in the Aftermath
of the HIV/AIDS Epidemic” with coauthors Daniel Rees (UCDenver Econ)
and James Reeves (UMich). This is the first study to examine the effect of
experiencing a widespread, deadly pandemic on voting behavior. The team
leverages cross-district variation in HIV/AIDS mortality during the period
1983-1987 and show that starting in the early 1990s, there is a strong,
positive association between HIV/AIDS mortality and the vote share
received by Democrats. The paper was featured in the “The Weeds”
podcast a few weeks ago.

Experts believe climate change alone is expected to force 200 million people to leave their homeland by the year 2050.
Scott Ortman, along with over a dozen researchers, take a closer look with their coauthored paper “Opinion: To
understand how migrations affect human securities, look to the past”, featured in Proceedings of the National Academy

of Sciences (PNAS).

Bravo to Ryan Brown and colleagues, whose paper "Occupational Licensing and Maternal Health: Evidence from Early
Midwifery Laws" has been accepted for publication in one of the top journals in economics, Journal of Political Economy!
The paper explores the impact of requiring midwives to be licensed on maternal and infant mortality and finds
consistent benefits for the health of pregnant women and their children.

~ fingers crossed!
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